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‘| TOWN OF PLYMOUTH, 


—FOR THE— 
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YEAR ENDING Banos ty eeTIE 


| “New Hamper 
STATE LIBR AR 4 
JUL 1896 


PLYMOUTH, , N. H.: 
VAN N. BASS, JOB PRINTER. 


1877. 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


— 


The Selectmen, in Account with the Town of Plymouth. 


Dr. 
To Cash received, Town notes given, $2832.65 
of State Treasurer, for R. R. tax, Q31.21 
i ‘¢ Savings Bank tax, 675.83 
A ‘« Literary fund 161.55 
for Costs in Liquor suits, 108.59 
Stone sold on Langdon St. 8.00 
Highway Dis. No. 15, 1.00 
May, of Overs’r, order on County Treas. 458.48 
Nov. 66 66 66 175.45 


of P. Crawford, for stone sold on 

Langdon St. 15.00 
W. F. Langdon, for muck, do. 15.10 
Town of Holderness, lighting bridge, 11.56 

rs on watching fire 
at Pemigewassett bridge, 6.75 

Ashland Saving’s Bank on money 
deposited 20.83 

Albert Chase and others, Loam sold 

on Langdon St. 2.75 


$5424.75 
Cr. 


By Cash paid Town Treasurer, $5424.75 


a 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


A. G. Smythe, Treasurer, tr account 


Plymouth, 


To the Assessment of State, County, Town and 


School Taxes on Residents, 
Assessment of State, County, Town and, 


with the Town of 
Dr. 


$10235 81 


é ‘ -_ r . h 
School Taxes on Non-Residents, 


Tax on Dogs, : 
Non-Resident Highway Tax, 
Special Tax in Dist. No. 2, 


6s 6 66 6, 

Tax in hands of Collector, 1869, 
66 se 66 1870, 
66 66 . 66 1871, 
66 66 66 1875, 


Cash in hands of Treasurer, 
Cash received from Selectmen, 


1876. 


1 
179 67 
104 OO 
50 75 
619 45). 
721 19 
29 29 
IO 52 
333 05. 
941 65 
775 96 
5424 75 


$19426 09 


Cr. 


March 14, Paid H. W. Reed, damage of Sheep 


by dogs, 


for Cupons, | 


g7 


H.W. Marshall, breaking oman in 


Dist. No. 14, 


John Buchanan, for breaking roads 


in Disit. No. 


19, 


Seth Doton, for taking affidavits, 


re 


, tS. W. Davis, Supt. Schools, for 1875, 


Frank Brale vy, breaking roads in 


Dist. No. 8, 


J. G. Gilpatrick, breaking roads _ 


in Dist. No. 8 


” 
od 


> 


March 25,Paid J. E. Avery, breaking roads in 


April 1, 


April 1, 


We 


15; 


Dist. No. 14, $7:86 
F. H. Martin, care and nursing Kate 
Reynolds, 8 25 
Simeon Eastman, board and care of 
John Eastman, 12 0O 
Mrs. Sullivan, ‘care of Kate Reynolds, 3 50 
Wm. Webber, for assistance, 3 00 


E. D. Hall, for breaking roads in 

Dis. No. 16, 14 00 

Perley Fawcett, lighting bridge, 4 OI 
A. K.Bruce, for board of Mary Bruce, 21 00 

G. R. Cummings, for breaking 

roads in.Dis. No. 14, 

N..T. Newell, br pits roads in Dis. 
No. 19. rr 25 


i 
ho 
iS) 


E. B. Connor, board of self, 4 50 
©. W. ‘Davis, special tax in Dis. No2: 
in part, 1875, 104 68 
Overseer of the Poor, for support of 
Roxanna Stearns, 24 00 
BF. Mada A. Robie, for cleaning hall, 300 


J. X. Brown, for breaking roads in | 
DisPiNo: Gor een 
Moses Perrin, breaking roads © do. 15 57 
W. W. Hazeltine, breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 4 
as M. Howe, for trunk for selectmen, 2 
M. B. Whiteman, for board of Mrs. . 
Blake, 809 


6 


O 


oe et 


~G.R. Cummings, breaking roads in 


Dis. No. 14, 5 I0 

James Keeble, use of hearse, I2 00 
Henry P. Nutting, breaking roads in 

| Dis. No. 8, 4 31 

John Nutting, plank and breaking roads ; 

in Dis. No. 8, 6 25 


4 


Apr. 20, Paid H. W. Marshall, breaking roads in 


Dis. No. 14, $40 00 
Enos Stevens. for breaking roadsin 
Dis. No. 15, 5 10 
Kimball Corlis’s note and int. 67 09 
George W. Yeaton, breaking roads in 
Dis. No.1§ 3, 08 
W. W. Gibson, breaking roads and 
snowing bridge in Dis. No. 11, 4 85 
V. N. Bass, for printing town report, 38 00 
N. J. Nutting, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 17 27 
W. W. Hazletine, breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 3 00 
Lydia Kimball, int. on note, 4 80 
Benj. Kidder, breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 16, 36 15 
S. W. Davis, Special tax in Dis. No. 2, 14 88 
Jona. L. Clay, for breaking roads, in 
Dis. No. 15, 8 92 
James Keeble, services with hearse, 8 00 
W. A. Draper, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15. 7 36 
Perley Fawcett, for lighting Pemigewassett 
bridge, 375 
William Harriman, for breaking roads 
in Dis. No. 5, I5 30 
W. W. Wilkinson, for collecting tax in 
part for 1875, 25 00 
A. R. Smith, in part for building 
Harran road, 50 co 
A. R. Smith, balance on Harran road, 48 00 
Rogers & Adams, labor and money in 
building Langdon street, 500 00 
F. P. Morse, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 12, 27 42 


July 27, 
Aug. 1, 
12, 


IQ, 


28, 
Sept. 2, 


25; 
Och. 7, 


16, ' 


17, 


19, 
24, 


5 


Paid J. S. Blodgett, for breaking roads in 


Dis. No. 17, 


Geo. A. Clark, for breaking roads in 


Dis. No. 18. 
A. H. Lougee, for land damages on 

Haran road, 
S. W. Davis, posting school notices, 


_ E. E. Merrill, for breaking roads, in 


Dis. No. 11, 
Annie Doton, end. on note, 
F.-G. Avery, for work on highway in 
Dis. No. 15, 
G. W. Yeaton, for work on road in 
Dis. No. 15, 
Perley Fawcett, for lighting Pemige- 
wassett bridge, 
J. Keeble, for use of hearse, 
Annie Doton, end. on note, 
E. E. Merrill, plank for Dis. No. 11, 
W. W. Haseltine, for work on highway 


in Dist. No. 15, II 10 
N. J. Nutting, for work on highway 
Viste INO WIS, Uy a 
G. H. Corlis, services as Police at fair, 4 00 
Sim. Walker, watching fire at Pemige- 
wassett Bridge, I 50 
Hi. Philbrick, work on highway Dist. 
WOgiiD, 4 26 
R. B. Clark, plank and timber in Dist. 
No. 17, 20 00 
QO. G. Smith, repairs on Pemigewassett 
bridge, 28° 75 
A. R. Smith, for building Davis road, 38 40 
Annie Doton, end. on note, 45 00 
Seth Doton, Overseer of Poor, 1200 OO 
Seth Doton, special tax in Dist. No. 6, 601 93 


S. W. Davis, special tax in Dis. No. 2, 


560 00 


6 


Oct. 25, Paid T. J. Adams, labor on New road, $18 87 


Novy. 3, 


14, 
16, 


25; 


26, 


49, 


1877. 


Jany. 6, 


E. E. Merrill, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 19, g 50 
R. G. Stearns, plank for Dist. No. 18, g 90 


Betsey Flanders, end. on note, 17 50 
W. B. Ames, for lumber, 5 71 
L. W. Fling, services as attorney, 250 00 
Rebecca Gale, for note, 9 62 


J. S. & G. W. Martin, breaking roads 
in Dist. No.6 4 65 
Edgar A. Adams, services as Police 
and watching bridge, 14 50 
Rufus Foster, for repairing Pemigewas- 
sett bridge, 360 00 


Jason Clark, for Iron pins, 80 . 
T. J. Adams, repairing end of Pemi- 

gewassett bridge, 30 22 
County Treasurer, 1223 49 
J. F. Sanborn, services as Police, 4 00 


William Nichols, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 16, I 0o 


P. Fawcett, for lighting bridge, 3. 87 
C. H. Morrill, for watering trough and 
sand in Dis. No. 17, 6 oo 
Annie Doton, end. on note, "SOOO 
Aunie Doton, end. on note, : 10 00 
Sarah M. Walmsley, int. 18 97 
P. Wood, note and int. 115 18 
James Currier, for post nails and fencing 
Lawn Intervale Cemetery, 12 21 


D. E. Holmes for labor on highway in 
Dis. No. 3, 6 00 
D. B. Clement, for plank in Dis. No. 16, 7 79 
W. W. Wilkinson, part pay for coll. 100 00 
Seth Doton, balance cn Annie Doton’s 
note, 278 40 


Jan.g, Paid 
13, 


17, 


20, 


275 


3fs 


Feb.»3, 


10, 


16, 


17, 


7 


Abbie A. Mudgett, for note, $157 53 
A. W. Avery, land damage, ‘5 CO 
B. F. Gould, watering trough, ele 
J. E. Avery, for lumber and labor in 
| Dis. No. 15, 7 09 
W. F. Langdon, for lumber for Lawn 
Intervale Cemetery, 24 30 
Frank Braley, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 2 320 
State tax, 12092 OC 
Webster, Russell, & Co. mdse. for 
highway, 
S. W. Davis, fon stone used on Davis St. 2 
H. W. Rogers, over tax, 2 OO 
T. E. Bailey, services as Police and 
watching bride, 20 50 
S. M. Morse, services as Police, 4 00 
F. W. Whipple, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 10 53 
W. W. Hazeltine, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 10 69 
N. J. Nutting, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 9 30 
Jona. L. Glay, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 600 
W.H. Palmer, for breaking roads and 
damages crossing land, 6 50 
Calvin Clark, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 4, 13 15 
D. R. Bartlett, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 7, 15 90 
Several School Districts, | 1670 30 
F. W. A. Robie, care of town hall, 2 00 
E. H. Gove, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 6, 277 
H. L. Sargent, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 4 32 


Feb, 17, Paid E. D. Hall, for breaking roads in Dis. 


w 
bw 


235 


No. 16, 22 40 
J. Keeble, services with hearse, 24 00 
W. A. Draper, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 6 54 
D. F. Cummings, for surveying a public 
watering trough, 4 50 
Moses Sargent, lighting Baker’s river 
bridge, 15 0O 
B. F. Smith, for watching bridge, 2 00 
Calvin Clark, for labor on highway in 


Dis. No. 4, 16 So 
R. B. Clark, for work on bridge and 


breaking roads in Dis. No. 17, 78 14 
S. W. Davis, balance due Dis. No. 2, 
for 1875. 64 
S. W. Davis, for services as School Com. 
for 1876-77, 60 00 


R. G. Stearns, for breaking roads in 


Dis. No. 18, 28 86 
J. L. Rogers, rent.of Hall, 55 00 
Seth Doton, jouraey and expences as 
Overseer of Poor, 39 25 
Mrs. J. W. Cilley, keeping tramps and 
trancient people, 7 00 


John Nutting, plank and breaking 
roads in Dis. No. 8, 24 78 
Eben K. Smith, abatement of taxes 
assessed in 1869, 27 76 
Jona. L. Clay, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 15, 5 64 
S. M. Morse, for breaking roads in Dis. 
No. 12. 35 55 
H. H. Nelson, for breaking roads in Dis. 
No, 17, 255 
Rhoda Carr, note, 1915 48 
Seth Doton, end. on note, 1145 65 


9 


Feb. 23, Paid Laura H. Barnard, note, $393 60 
O. G. Smith, end. on note, fs. 39925 
24, W. W. Wilkinson, in full for coliectine 
taxes in 1875, 3.55 
. W,; Wilkinson, abatement allowed 
on taxes as ssessed in 1875 32 03 
D. C. Wheeler, for abatertient& Noes 
; on taxes assessed in 1866-71, 113, 26 
J. S. Yeaton, for breaking roads in Dis. 
. No. 15, 10 14 
F. Braley, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 8, 3 OO 
M. Perrin, for land damage, in crossing 
land, 3 00 
Betsey Flanders, note, 213. 73 
T. Rogers, over tax, 3.05 
M.S. Brown, for services as Police 
and care of tramps, II 50 
W. Harriman, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 5, 11 $4 
D. R. Bartlett, for breaking roads in 
aL kotss ING. 7, 24 09 
Buchanan & Willis, for keeping tramps 
and team, 7 50 
R. E. Smythe, services as Town Clerk, 50 00 
Ces Salama, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 14, 40 74 
D. C. Hill, note and int. 328 63 
B. L. Hill, note and int. 203, 93 
P. Fox, for powder, es 
Burrows & Jewell, for legaladvice on ~~ 
pauper cases, IO 25 
A. G. Smythe, for rent of room for 
Selectmen’s office, 18 00 
A. G. Smythe, for services as Treas. 100 oo 
Seth Doton, for services as Overseer 
of the Poor, 30 00 


Feb. 24, Paid 


10 


V.N. Bass, forbooks and stationery, $27 09 
H. M. Rogers, for services as Select- 
| man, 143, 00 
O. G. Smith, for services as Selectman, 130 00 
T. J. Adams, for services as Selectman, 130 00 
G. R. Cummings, for breaking roads in 
Dis. No. 14, 7 47 
Otis Young, services as Police, and 
crossing field, z1 00 
W. W. Wilkinson, services in part as 
Collector for 1876, 50 00 
Seth Doton, on special tax inDis. No. 6, 10 93 
S. W. Davis, special tax,in Dis. No.2, 160 00 
E. G. Kelley, for breaking roads in, 


Dis No. 11, 5 00 
Allowed collector, abatements on tax re 
assessed in 1876, 79 58 
Cash allowed collector on non-resident 
tax in Dis. No. 16, 2 00 


Cash allowed Collector on non-resident 
tax in Dis. No. 2, g OO 


Tax in hand of Collector for 1870, 10 52 
es i 1871, 219 79 

fs 3 1876, 1495 16 
Auditors, 5 co 
Cash in hands of Treasurer, 1416 24 
$19426 09 


We have examined the accounts of the Selectmen and Treas- 
urer for the year ending March 1, 1877, and find them cor- 
rectly cast and-properly vouched. 


Plymouth, N. 


JOHN MASON, 
‘CYRUS KENISTON. § 


H.. March 1. 1877 


ee uditors. 


tl 


mae eek Gee “Leas 


OVERSEER OF THE POOR. 


Seth Doton, in account with the Lown of Plymouth. 


Dr. 

May, Received from County Treasurer $458 48 

Nov. AS 6% in 175 45 
Orders on the Town Treasurer, ce tae ath 

$2057 93 
Cr. 

By Paid for support of Solon Currier, $7 45 
‘6 rT es Samuel Foster, 146 00 
rT; rT 66 Mrs. & Miss Stevens, 154 40 
x 6s 7 William Webber and Wife, 51 oo 
re “ a John C. Gilpatrick, 34 33 
is “ 6 Fannie Clark, . 4910 
, 4 6 Mrs. E. B. Connor, 49 50 
be 6 vs Mrs. Mary Bruce, 159g 00 
‘< ““ ‘“ John B. Eastman, 36 43 
ry “ “es Melvina Kimball, 39 7° 
66 “ vs W. EE. 5S. Smith’s family, 23 88 
Wee x ws Roxan Stearns, 110 GO 
“ vs us Mrs. Mary C. Blake, 58 00 
re be se John G. Barrett. 97 76 
+6 PS 6 Kate Reynolds, 20 00 
7 habit Luther Webber and Wife, Ks fa 
rT ry: 7 Transients, 55 46 
4s ve vt John Stewart, 53:95 

5 ER DD ee se Widow C. B. Adams, for wood, 24 75 

5 deer ‘6 George Downing and family, 19 84 

eds ae 6 W. W. Andrews, 34 43 
** in consequence of Mrs. C. B. Smith, alias _ 3 7 
Howard, 57 55 

** for support of Benjamin Emerson, 63 70 

** out Cash in Pauper cases, Lo 


I 
‘+ Town Treasurer, order on County Treasurer, 458 48 


i 


By Paid Town Treasurer, order on County Treas. 
-** Cash in hands of Overseer, 


SETH DOTON, Overseer of the Poor. 


$175 45 


ar It 


Boa nae separ 


$2057 93 


INDEBTEDNESS OF THE TOWN, MAR. 1, ’77- 


Notes and interest to March, 1st.1877, $23181 57 
Money deposited by Roxanna Stearns 


for her support, 70 09 

Due Dis. No. 2, balance of special tax 59.45 

64 as 6. sé 119 26 

Due for Paine cupons, 62 51 
ASSETS. 


Due from the County, for the support of 
Paupers, $613 oo 
Balance J. F. & W. F. Langdon’s note and * 
interest. 779 08 


Cart and plow, 30 00 
78 Stone posts, 78 00 
Due from the Overseer of the Poor of 1876, 31 11 
7 < Collector of 1870, IO 52 

46 si 66 I 87 Ly 31 
*. te 1876, ‘gate 2 
Cash in the hands of Town Treasurer, 1416 08 


Due from Supt. of the Town Cemetery B75» 36 17° 


e¢ ee of eé ee I 876 : 10 OO 


“44 4¢ Liquor Agent Maret 1, 1877, 80 Ig 


eS 


Total debt. 
A reduction of the town debt since March 1, 1876, 


~ 


$23492 88 


$4799, 10 


_ $18693 78 


$3018 22 


H. M. Rogers, ) Selectmen 


O. G. Smith, 


oO 
T. J. Adams, $ Plymouth. 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


To THE SELECTMEN OF PLYMOUTH: 
EARLY EDUCATION. 


it you go back to the earliest historical period of the New 
England colonies, you will find that the education of the 
young has been held to be of the next greatest importance to the 
preaching of the truths of the Bible, and the minister and 
teacher have walked hand in hand as the guardians of the 
people. | 

Our forefathers, when they. settled New England, habitually 
built the free school house beside the meeting house, and one 
generation after another has grown up in the belief that it is as 
much the duty of the State to make sure that every child under 
its government shall have those rudiments of sound and substan- 
tial education which are essential to all right performance of the 
duties of citizenship, as it is for the State to build roads, to 
aid the pauper and restrain the criminal classes. Among the 
records that we have of the early settlers, we find that the school 
received a most earnest and persistent attention, and that next to 
the church and preacher, came the school and teacher. They 
were one and inseparable in many cases, and the laws and 
customs in regard to raising money by taxation for the support 
of these two great foundation stones of the nation, were more 
severe and far better observed than at the present time. This 
principle, instilled into the very being of the young, has grown 


la 


deep and strong and more than all else furthered the develop- 
ment of the immense and powerful nation that we find our- 
selves, to-day. 


SCHOOLS. 


The schools of this town have, as a whole during the year, 
been fully up to the average standard of district schools ; but this 
is not sufficient for us; we ought to have the best. Some one 
must be at the head, why not we? One thing is certain, we 
never sha// de until the parents take more interest, and come to 
feel the necessity of visiting and encouraging the scholars, 
rather than staying at home and finding fault about things of 
which often they know nothing. Of the prudential committees, 
only three are reported as having visited the schools. The 
names of three fathers and thirteen mothers only, are recorded 
as having been visitors to those rooms where their children have 
spent so many hours of the year, under the guidance, for the 
most part, of strangers. 

Comment is unnecessary. 

The number of teachers who had previously taught in this 
town, has not been so great as last year, and we were obliged 
to employ three who had never taught before. The record 
is therefore, not quite so good as that of last year; but to balance 
this, we have had more teachers of long experience, who were 
in some respects, superior to those of former years, one having 
taught 103 months; one 93 months; and some others, 67, 43, 
32, 29 and 20 months respectively, making on the whols; quite 
an experienced class of teachers. 

The teacher should be a leader in a school, as a general is in 
the army. They should plan new work as he plans battles. 
As the merchant at the head of a large band of clerks, 
so the teacher should inituse life, ambition and obedience 
into the scholar. When I see a teacher, (as I have seen this 
year), ask a question and then stand nearly ten minutes 
waiting for an answer, without,saying a word to draw out 
the scholar or explain the drift of the question, 1 think that 
teacher not much of a leader. 


he la he Re 


Your attention is called to the matter of Reading Books. 
The text-book just removed, had been the reading book of 
the schools for several years. It was a good book, in many 
particulars, but the elder scholars have been for some time dis- 
satisfied. A large percentage of the books actually in use 
were worn, torn and mutilated, by having been handed down 
from elder to younger pupils, until at last the child was unable 
to find many pages of his book, and, ‘‘must Zook oz with the 
next boy.” This does not imply study and progress. Old 
stories, however good, become dull. Old pictures, however 
attractive, become torn and soiled. Old books lose their fasci- 
nation after they have been read, either by the child or in his 
hearing many many times. We are wrong in thinking that a 
child can learn to read from one book as well as from another 


N . y : 
until he knows all the words. We must give them both new 


ideas and new ways of expressing them. The pupil who reads, 
learns not only the pronunciation of the language, but also, 
many historical, geographical and grammatical facts. 


The only way to diminish these evils was to get new books, 
with new thoughts for your children to learn. 


It was for their benefit alone that we advised the change, 
and we count the money as well spent that you have given 
to them in the form of new books. Asa shrewd investment, no 
money can pay so large a profit, as that bestowed upon your 
children, in education. Take some of the money that you 
intend sometime to give your children, and thus invest it, 
thereby placing it where neither you nor they can spend or 
lose it. : 


The Arithmetics will soon eed special attention. The 
book now in use is faulty in its language, loose in the state- 
ment of its rules, erroneous in the principles taught, and in a 
large number of the answers given. It should never have been 
introduced, and is fast being suppressed in the market, by 
other and better books. 
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TARDINESS. 


This is one of the worst evils that exists in our schools, 
perhaps the very worst; for of what avail is a good school 
house, an extra teacher, plenty of money and the careful atten- 
tion of the school committee, if the parents will not assist by 
sending their children promptly to the school? We often blame 
the teacher for lack of interest in the school, when it is largely 
the fault of the parent. Let the slightest pretext present itself, 
and the child makes that an excuse, and receives permission to 
stay at home. Others steal away without permission. If per- 
haps a teacher or committee exercises more than usual vigilance, 
and asks why things are so, the chances are that the answer 
will be, ‘‘none of your business,” if not in words, at least in 
looks and actions, which sometimes speak louder than words. 
If the matter is pressed, the parents become angry, and keep 
the children at home. Dunces in school are generally those 
who are truants; and little trouble comes from any scholar in 
the schools of this town, who is taught common etiquette at 
home. Is there not some chord of the parental heart that can 
be touched and made sensibly to vibrate ? Thereby perhaps, they 
can be made to take immediately some thought in regard to 
their own children. 


BLACK-BOARDS= 


Something ought to be doue by the districts, in regard to the 
supply of black-boards. Almost every school house is very defi- 
cient in this respect, affording only the poorest facilities for even 
two scholars to work at atime. Could the parents realize the ad- 
vantage derived from a proper supply of good black-boards, they 
would furnish them at the earliest possible moment. I wish to 
keep this subject before the people, hoping ars will make 


some movement in regar d to the matter. 
PRUDENTIAL COM MITTEES. 


In my report of 1875, the attention of the prudential com- 
mittees was especially called to the laws which should instruct 
them in the performance of their duties as to the payment of 
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teachers dcfore they return the registers. The teachers secure 
their pay, and the school committee will probably receive the 
registers sometime ; but it is very certain that they will not be 
accurately filled, or properly and promptly returned so as to 
furnish the statistics necessary for his report to the State, thereby 
securing to the town its full proportion ofthe Literary money. 

Teachers seem to shirk this duty. If they can get the chance 
to leave town, and to return the register by mail, they seem 
perfectly happy; especially when they never expect to appear 
again in this place. Gentlemen, will you not try to comply 
with the requirements of this law, for the coming year, if 
for no other reason than to free yourselves from your oaths? 
Registers have never been returned more promptly, than during 
the past year, but it has been after the teacher has had his pay ; 
then any obligation to correct or re-write the report, is gone 
beyond the authority of the law. : 


Peer kiarT 2no. 6. 


This district has set the town a noble example, in building a 
neat and tasty school house, well planned and furnished, easy 
and comfortable for the scholars, with many improvements and 
without that unnecessary and extravagant outlay which we so 
often see when a district attempts to build a school house. 
The building is 26x36 ft. with an L 14x16 ft. The school 
room is 25x29 ft. and 12-foot post inside, being large and airy. 
Windows are hung on pulleys, so as to open easily at top 
and bottom, to any.extent. ‘Two entries, 6x12 ft. furnish the 
scholars excellent places for their wrappers, and serve as dress- 
ing rooms, also, as places for shelter, before the school room ts 
opened by the teacher. The desks are built in fine modern 
style, and well adapted to the different ages of the scholars. 
They were built by the Michigan School Furniture Co., of 
Northville, Michigan. The black-board is of the finest quality 
and sufficient quantity, and reflects much credit on the taste, 
and liberality of the builders. Itis 3 1-2 ft. wide by about 50 
ft. long, giving ample room for all members of the largest class 
in spelling to work at the sametime. All of this, at the moder- 
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ate expense of about $1050. Who will do better? But, gen- 

tlemen, in building this commodious house, you must not 
regard your work as completed. The house, however costly 

or beautiful, is not the school, although it is an important and 
indispensable auxiliary. You have still more work to do. 

You must endeavor to furnish the best and most experienced 

teachers to be procured with your means. You must support 

and sustain those teachers when once placed in the school, in 

their efforts to do rightly by your children and to give them 
thorough instruction. Do not take the irresponsible and 

many times false reports of your children as a basis for your 
judgment in regard to the merits of the school, else many times. 
you will be deceived. It is sad to record, but nevertheless true, 

that children will lie, sometimes even to their; parents and fre- 

quently they will so report as to deceive. 

There is a past as well as a present and a future. The build- 
ing of this new house necessitated the destruction of the old one 
and with it many of the bad marks left by your children’s hands. 
Let oblivion swalow up many of their bad words and deeds and 
as you begin a new record in the school let there be new books 
opened in the social relations. Let all give a willing and: help- 


ing hand to the future education of your sons and daughters. 
DISTRICT QO. pies 


This district is as deficient in regard toa suitable school house 
as any district of its wealth can well be, and it is not strange 
that the scholars take pleasure in breaking the window glass, 
cutting the desks and doing other violence to the house. But 
having spent some $50.00, last year, in making useless repairs, 
they will make this a cloak to cover up the greater necessity 
of building a comfortable house. The richest farming district 
in town and still has such a house! Could they follow the good. 
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example of No. 6, and spend $1,000 in a new school house, ev- 
ery thing in the educational line would be very much improved. 


Little interest now exists or has existed for three years in this 
school. . 


SOA TIS TIES . 
In the following table, will be seen all the remaining points 


required to be reported by law. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Ss. W. DAVIS, 


Superintending School Committee. 
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